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INTRODUCTION 


Few issues have made as powerful an impact 
on the political consciousness of the average 
Furopean as the current wave of terrorism. It has 
even prompted some to speak of the rise of "Euro- 
terrorism". Such a generic approach to the problem 
will concentrate on the methods employed, rather 
than the particular contexts in which terrorist 
activities are placed and the results they produce. 
It tends to speak prematurely of linkages and inter- 
national conspiracies and thereby helps to increase 
the dimensions of fear in a situation where a sober 
and rational public response is of utmost necessity. 


Professor Mario Miegge of Milan, Italy, a member 
of the Commission of the Churches on International 
Affairs of the World Council of Churches, feels that 
Deo oecruClat Ly tMpOLcant to Dlace terrorism in. .a 
concrete context and not to be caught in precisely 
the kind of confusion which the terrorists aim to 
create. Instead of concentrating on the stated mo- 
tives of the terrorists themselves, it is necessary 
to ask the question, who could possibly benefit from 
these acts? To answer this key question, one must 
analyze carefully the historical, political, social 
and economic framework on which the terrorists aim 
to make an impact. 


In the following paper, kindly prepared at the 
end of May 1978 for our consideration and discussion 
by Prof. Miegge, such an analysis of one particular 
national reality produces some startling insights 
which have to our knowledge been largely neglected 
or ignored by the mass media. We hope that it might 
stimulate similar reflections on the local and con- 
crete historical levels in other nations especially 
in Western Europe. It raises the pertinent question 
whether some of the preventive measures against terro- 
rism, such as increasingly restrictive legislation on 
political activities, combined with increasingly 
legalized police surveillance of private life, do not 
in fact produce precisely the results intended by the 
terrorists. 


The paper “Reflections on Terrorism in Italy" 
represents the personal and private opinion of Prof. 
Miegge. It should not be construed implicitly or ex- 
plicitly as representing any position on the part of 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs 
Srecne che part OL ‘the Wworla Council ‘of Churches. It 


It is meant purely to stimulate reflection and 
discussion on the subject within the churches. 
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REFLECTIONS ON TERRORISM IN ITALY 


The Italian context 


The kidnapping and killing of Professor Aldo 
Moro, President of the Italian Christian Democrat 
Party, by the so-called "Red Brigades" terrorist 
group, have shocked world opinion and become a re- 
curring theme of discussion by those concerned 
about the tremendous problems of our time. 


lEfasSesimportantsthat thiss.discussion takes», into 
account the pecularities of the Italian situation 
over the last ten years. Even if terrorism is be- 
coming an international phenomenon in Europe, the 
facts must be seen and interpreted in their national 
context. Thus the recent events in Italy must be 
seen within the continuum of many years of social 
struggle in Italy during which, alas!, murders and 
their exploitation for political ends have not been 
the exception. 


Today, all the political forces of the Italian 
Left (including not only the official parties which 
polled 45% of the votes in the 1976 general elections, 
but also the various New Left groups, remnants of 
movements which developed during the years 1968-1970) 
agree on one point: the action of the Red Brigades 
is the latest, hardest and most dangerous stage of 
a so-called "strategy of tension" which began nine 
years ago with the Piazza Fontana slaughter in Milan 
on 12 December 1969. 


No one in the Italian Left has any doubt about 
the fact that the actions of the Red Brigades are 
in active opposition to the interests of Italian 
workers. It is not by chance that on March 16, when 
Aldo Moro was kidnapped, and on May 9, when his 
corpse was found in the very centre of Rome, that 
highly spontaneous reactions of an unprecedented 
nature took place in the factories of the industria- 
lized areas, where workers stopped work even before 
the decision was taken by the unions, filled the 
city Squares and crowded anti-terrorism meetings. 


A mass reaction of this kind is quite particular 
to Italy and different from what happened in other 
countries in similar situations (e.g. the Federal 


Republic of Germany, September 1977). This certainly 
stems from the fact that at present the Italian labour 
movement is the most politicized among labour move- 
ments in industrialized countries. It may explain as 
well why the daily newspaper Lotta Continua, one of 
the best-known publications of the Italian extreme 
left groups, wrote in its May 10 issue that the Red 
Brigades are "the heirs of Goebbels". 


It is certain that the Red Brigades have no con- 
nection with and receive no support from any orga- 
nized force within the Italian Left, in spite of 
the latter's diverse composition and internal diffe- 
rences and conflicts. The Red Brigades are completely 
outside of the socialist and Marxist traditions which 
are still very strong in Italy, and have very little 
to do with the "reds" as they have existed in this 
country since the last decades of the 19th century. 
Our national history, unfortunately, bears other 
examples of people and groups who sprang from the 
soil of the left and turned to the extreme right, 
as did Benito Mussolini. 


Certainly the present ideology of the Red Bri- 
gades is increasingly similar to the traditional 
ideas of the extreme right, characterized as it is 
by an exaltation of military armed struggle and 
of "redemptive" violence, a contempt for the masses, 
and a hatred for the organizations of the workers 
(the unions and the Communist Party of Italy (PCI) ) 
which extends even to the "groupuscules" of the 
New Left. 


The latest events have proved that the Red Bri- 
gades are no longer governed by the logic of a 
political group, which in one way or another attempts 
to proselytize and to gain a consensus. Such a logic 
would have called for actions different from the 
murder of a "prisoner", as they called Aldo Moro. 

In this country, a lot of people remember that the 
present moment, fascism is not able to gain popular 
Support. 


Thus, the Red Brigades cannot properly be de- 
fined as a political group: they are a purely mili- 
tary organization whose aim is to destabilize the 
political situation of the country,) thus provoking 
an increase in repression by the State apparatus 
and obtaining a climate more favourable to civil war. 


However, this ideology and its objectives appear 
now to be associated with a very high level of effi- 
ciency and security in the planning and execution 
of criminal action. It is easy to understand how both 
militants of the Left as well as ordinary people 
have become highly suspicious about the real nature 
of the Red Brigades and are very much inclined to 
think that, behind the Red Brigades, much stronger 
and more dangerous forces are developing a long-range 
attack against Italian democracy. 


Unfortunately, we are not able to give proof of 
these connections as it was possible during the first 
Stages of the "strategy of tension". The bombing in 
Piazza Fontana in 1969 was at first attributed to 
anarchist groups, that is to people of the Left. A 
few years later, it became evident that the slaugh- 
ter was organized by a group of extreme rightists 
with links to the Secret Services. The inquiry and 
trial related to the facts of events at Piazza Fon- 
tana are still going on. Nine years have passed and 
the dirty games have become mae and more sophisti- 
cated. 


Economic development 


Italy is today the seventh most industrialized 
power of the world. The process of its economic 
development up to the mid-sixties was impetuous but 
also greatly imbalanced. Millions of persons emigra- 
ted from the countryside to the cities, from the 
South to the North. Instead of decreasing, the econo- 
mic disparity among the different regions became 
more accentuated. The concentration of pupulation 
in the large cities of the North has given rise to 
grave problems on a social level, with which the 
local administrations and the State machinery have 
barely been able to cope. 


The international economic crisis of the seven- 
ties dealt a heavy blow to a country which, in spite 
of its industrial power, found itself unfavourably 
Situated within the overall framework of the interna- 
tional division of labour, having limited autonomy 
in the fields of energy and raw materials, as well 
as in that of advanced technology. 


Development of labour unions 


Having been split into three labour unions du- 
ring the Cold War period (the CGIL, predominantly 
Communist; the CISL, closely linked from the very 
beginning to the Christian Democrat Party (DC); 
the social-democratic UIL), the Italian labour 
movement has for years suffered heavy defeats. 
From about 1960, however, the great concentrations 
of workers in the North hae again taken the ini- 
tiative in the class struggle. A marked evolution 
has come about in the labour unions, as the rank 
and file begins to show more cohesion and as stra- 
tegies, linked up less with political parties than 
with the reality of the factories, are being ela- 
borated. 


In, 1969 the great strikes. for thes renovation 
of the national contract showed labour emerging 
as the strongest and best organized section (about 
2 million metallurgical and mechanical workers 
unionized within the Federation of Metallurgical 
Workers - FLM - ) giving life to a generalized 
movement which aims not only at favourable accords 
on the salary level, but also at reorganization of 
labour union within the factories. The workshop 
delegations and the councils of factory delegates 
assure that the labour union has a much more solid 
and democratic representation than in the past. 
These delegates, furthermore, are products of a 
labour union strategy increasingly oriented towards 
workers' control over different aspects of the or- 
ganization of work (working conditions, pace and 
framework) going beyond a merely salary and econo- 
mic cmtred conception of labour union action. 


However, a labour union strategy oriented to- 
wards workers' control cannot concentrate on working 
conditions only, but must on the one hand extend it- 
self in the direction of the control of investments 
and the economic policies of the enterprise, while 
on the other must encompass the relationship between 
the factory and the social fabric, thus touching 
upon the problems of the functioning of social ser- 
vices and the State machinery. It needs to be borne 
in mind that the heyday of the labour unions during 
1969-73 took place in cities like Turin and Milan, 
where urbanization and immigration had created 
distressing living conditions for the working popu- 
lation. The struggle for housing converged with the 


struggle to change the quality of public services 
(schooling, health, social assistance, etc.). Both 
had their centre in, and were nurtured by, the 
struggle within factories and workers' organizations. 


It is within this framework that a phenomenon 
quite typical for Italy of the seventies came about, 
namely the convergence of certain strata of intellec- 
tuals into the new labour union struggle during the 
years to follow, through their egalitarian and anti- 
authoritiarian orientation and the themes on a direct 
and non-delegated democracy which assumed a remarkable 
continuity between 1968 and 1969. 


On the other hand, the force of italy's Marxist 
tradition had, more than elsewhere influenced the 
student movement which made efforts (in a more or 
less effective manner) to establish relations with 
the working class. The events of 1968 and 1969 pro- 
duced changes of attitude within the professional 
strata of teachers (who increasingly organized them- 
selves into labour unions which form part of the 
great unions CGIL and CISL), magistrates and young 
medical doctors (especially within the psychiatric 
sector). They constituted a minority within the to- 
tality of professional categories, but they did pro- 
duce remarkable research and theoretical studies and 
a considerable amount of avant-garde experience. 


Development of political parties 


While the labour union organizations, especially 
the Federation of Metallurgical Workers (FLM), consti- 
tuted the centre of interest and initiatives, the 
political parties on the left did not immediately 
benefit from the new developments. In fact, the suc- 
cess of the labour unions also depended on their claim 
of autonomy with regard to the political parties, 
which used to practize quite a strict control over 
the labour union organizations (the PCI over the CGIL 
and the DC over the CISL). 


Young intellectuals, who had received their trai- 
ning in the student movement of 1968, often tended 
to mistrust the parties, having encountered within 
the labour unions a greater opening for research, 
discussion and innovation. On the other hand, the 
mass movement at its high point in 1969 had provoked 
defensive reflexes among those social strata which 


felt themselves threatened. Thus the general elec- 
tions of 1972 did not register any significant chan- 
ges in the electoral geography. The parties and 
groups on the Left obtained about 39% of the popular 
vote (the PCI 27%) and the DC a similar percentage. 


The changes came about during the following 
years, during a time when economic crisis began to 
pose serious difficulties for labour union activity. 
The referendum on divorce in 1974 had remarkable 
cultural, and therefore indirectly also political, 
implications: it marked a defeat for the Christian 
Democrat forces, which had actively taken part in 
the’ anti-divorce battlet The next year (1975), re- 
gional and municipal elections represented a veri- 
table turning point: after almost thirty years in 
power, the DC touched its lowest level of 36% of 
the popular vote while the Left reaped 47% and the 
PCI alone exceeded 33%. All the major cities of 
Italy had switched to "red" administrations or to 
those of the "great coalitions". 


The tendency of a pronounced shift of the elec- 
torate towards the Left thus took place for the 
first time and in a homogeneous manner all over 
the country, in the North as in the South, in ‘the 
traditionally "white" zones as well as in the tra- 
ditionally "red" regions. Thus the parties of the 
Left reconquered the Municipality of Turin, which 
is the historical centre of industry and of the 
Italian labour movement, and a city where the foun- 
ders of the Italian Communist Party, Gramsci and 
Togliatti, received their education in the expe- 
rience of the factory councils of 1920. At the same 
time, they obtained the majority of votes in Rome 
and Naples, scarcely industrialized and essentially 
"tertiary" cities, traditionally oriented towards 
conservative or even extreme right tendencies. 


The general elections of 1976 however, registe- 
red a certain Christian Democrat comeback (up from 
35% to 39%) and a levelling off on the Left, where 
the Communist Party reinforced its positions by 
gathering about 35% of the votes, up from 27% in 
1972. A leap of eight points in four years is quite 
an exceptional performance within a very stable 
electoral framework such as that of Italy of the 
last thirty years. 


Precarious balance 


Thus, for two years, Italy has lived in a_ situa- 
tion of precarious balance. In 1976 the forces of 
the Left represented a majority, with around 46% of 
the popular vote, but they were not in any position 
to bring about changes on the government level. The 
DC had lost votes to the Left but had gained from 
the right, where the reactionary parties (neo-fascists 
and monarchists) are in dissolution. The Christian 
Democrat position, rooted in real power at the level 
of the economy and within the entire state machinery 
(and foremost within the highly important public 
sector of the economy) was only vaguely affected by 
the electoral reinforcement of the Left. In this way, 
a difficult period began, during which neither of 
the principal forces (the PCI and the DC), with more 
or less equivalent power on the electoral level in 
1975, was in a position ot govern without taking 
the other into™account. 


The economic crisis on the other hand imposes dif- 
ficult choices. The PCI persists in its strategy of 
national unity as formulated by Togliatti from 1944 
on, but is encountering strong resistance, on the one 
hand internally from the DC, and on the other hand 
externally at international levels (we should recall 
here the official positions expressed by the Govern- 
ment of the USA only a few months ago). 


The solution for the latest and very long govern- 
ment crisis (the communists were not part of the govern- 
ment but did officially participate in the parliamen- 
tary majority which sustained it) is the rather pre- 
carious chef d'oeuvre of the two most skilful men of 
the Christian Democrat Party: the Prime Minister, 
Giulio Andreotti, and the President of the party, 
Aldo Moro. Moro was, in fact, the only person from 
among the Christian Democrats who would lead the dia- 
logue and the ‘historic encounter" with the Italian 
Communists, and at the same time assure the unity of 
the Christian Democrat Party, a unity strongly threa- 
tened by the fact that the Communists were coming 
nearer to the government. Moro had previously engi- 
neered the opening of the DC to the Italian Socialist 
Party and conducted the "centre-left" experiment in 
the sixties. 


It is not at random that the action of the Red 
Brigades was aimed against this patient negotiator 
who had become a symbol of the difficulties of the 
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Italian situation. The sinister message of the Red 
Brigades is perfectly clear: the lifeless body of 
Aldo Moro was discovered very close to the head- 
quarters of the Communist Party of Italy, in the 
centre of Rome. 


A "strategy of tension" 


In their official releases, distributed with 
great ease during the 56 days when Moro was in their 
hands, the Red Brigades always indicated that their 
action was also against the "Imperialist State of 
the Multinationals", whose Italian incarnation is 
seen to come through the power of the Christian 
Democrats, supported by what they call the "revi- 
sionist traitors of the Revolution", incarnated 
in the Communist Party and the labour unions of 
Italy. 


As stated before, these coarse motivations for 
armed action by the Red Brigades in no manner cor- 
respond to any political programme or strategy 
based on organizing the popular masses. These 
concepts have long ago disappeared from the horizon 
of the Red Brigades. The "revolution" of which the 
Red Brigades speak has nothing in common whatso- 
ever with the conception and praxis of revolutionary 
processes, such as they have been elaborated by 
labour movements in the industrialized countries 
and by liberation movements in the developing world. 


The following question therefore presents itself: 
why and for whose benefit does this type of terro- 
rism manifest itself today? 


Let us recall once again that we are facing 
here a terrorism which: 


a) uses a language that appears related to the extreme 
left (the "Imperialist State of the Multinationals", 
"communism", revisionism", etc.); but 


b) follows a praxis and fits into the framework of 
the extreme:nright (elitism, middtantem meculieot 
violence, contempt for the masses, hatred of 


labour unions and political parties of the left); 
and 


c) has objectives which coincide with those forces 
aiming for a radical "destabilization" of the 
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Italian political situation, the removal of all 
working class organizations from a position of 
power to a status of opposition, and if possible, 
marginalization from the State. 


It is obvious that openly reactionary initiatives 
currently stand no important chance of success in Italy. 
It should not be forgotten that up to 1976, the social 
and political picture in Italy was characterized by a 
great democratic wave and by the progress of the left. 
In such a situation forces and groups most antagonistic 
to democratic changes have preferred to engage in a war 
of attrition, which develops by capitalizing on the eco- 
nomic crisis and is further nurtured in the subtle play 
of mediation and political compromise. In other respects 
it is quite clear that the immense majority of the popu- 
lation is strongly attached to the democratic institu- 
tions which were achieved as a result of the struggle 
against fascism. These institutions have never been fun- 
damentally put into question by the two forces which 
have dominated the scene from 1945 to 1978, i.e., the 
Christian Democrat Party and the Italian Communist Party. 


The "Strategy of tension" as outlined above, has 
nevertheless had some impact in that general picture and 
it could gain an important role through the "war of attri- 
tion" which has been waged during recent years. That 
strategy came about at the moment when the labour union 
conflict of 1969 was most acute. As indicated earlier, 
the assault of Piazza Fontana in Milan was immediately 
utilized for anti-worker purposes by certain government 
organs, by the press and by conservative political forces. 
But mass mobilization in December 1969 prevented the suc- 
cess of such manoeuvers, helped to reorient the debate, 
to exonerate the anarchists and to expose the true au- 
thors of the crime (even though compliticy on the higher 
levels of the State has not yet been properly assessed). 


The second phase of the "strategy of tension" 
developed after the political elections of 1972 during 
which the parties of the extreme right registered some 
success. Credit for most of the assaults of that period 
(occasionally bloody, like the one committed in Brescia 
against a labour union meeting in 1974) was claimed by 
illegally-acting neo-fascist groups and from within 
their international network. Yet once more the reaction 
by the people was massive and the eections of 1975 and 
1976 created difficulties for the rightist forces. It 
is therefore most likely not a coincidence that terrorism, 
spearheaded by the Red Brigades, produced a new wave in 
BF BY etd Up WY fo Se 
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Among the more significant phenomena of the last 
years in Italy one could underline an evolution of 
social and labour union consciousness among rank and 
file police officers. Despite very severe pressures 
to the contrary, they organized their own labour 
union affiliated to the Federation which combines 
the three central organizations CGIL-CISL-UIL. This 
rapprochement of the police to the labour unions 
was viewed most negatively by the Establishment. 

And terrorism, which then struck more and more fre- 
quently at the police forces, converged again into 
attempts to force disarray into the new links of 
solidarity which had developed within the overall 
framework of labour union action. 


Erosioneort progressive options 


Nevertheless, one should be reminded that terro- 
rism is playing its trumpcards in an increasingly 
perilous situation. Within an uncertain political 
framework, where the electoral successes of the 
left have not been able to achieve real changes on 
the economic level, nor in the functioning of the 
State, discouragement and scepticism permeate ever 
broadening strata of the population, especially 
young people. 


There is ino. lack of signs forvalarmeein, 1977 ta 
probably ephemeral revival, of the student movement 
Signalled either a change in the position of youth 
within society (increasingly gloomy employment pro- 
spects, growing marginalization, etc.) or an ideo- 
logical disarray, an alienation from labour union 
strategies and even the extreme difficulties in 
communication between students and militant workers. 
This "1977 movement" was inclined towards illegal 
actions and showed a certain attraction for armed 
struggle, at least before the latest bloody deve- 
lopments in the activities of the Red Brigades 
which were clearly condemned by all the groups 
within the student movement. 


Police repression and a series of blunders com- 
mitted by the official organizations of the workers' 
movement have accentuated the break with students. 


In my own assessment, the most serious aspect 
of this development is the fact that the "war of 
attrition", playing as it does on the economic 
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crisis and political inertia, weighs more and more 
heavily on the initiative and capacity for effective 
mobilization of that great protagonist of the struggle 
of 1969 and the years following: the extraordinary 
Italian labour union movement. Several years ago, 
Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, Federal Republic of Germany, 
already declared that this movement should be quaran- 
tined, to prevent the "infecting" of the rest of 
Europe: He said this, not inappropriately, during a 
congress of the German mechanical workers' labour 
union, the IG-Metall. 


It is certain that the crisis has made evident 
the limitations of labour union action at a moment 
when the great options of political economy are being 
played on the level of the State itself. 


However since 1975, the parties (and above all 
the DC and the PCI) have done their utmost to regain 
control over the labour unions. The unity which had 
been consolidated at the base (in the factory councils 
and mass actions) has thus deteriorated. Instead of 
accepting a creative dialogue, the parties have dis- 
couraged the autonomy and the initiatives of the 
labour unions. While this is perfectly logical when 
coming from a conservative party like the Christian 
Democrats, it is less so for the parties of the left, 
who thereby are increasingly running the risk of 
CULLING wiett Likes Wit tne Masses. Nn Tact, during 
the last ten years, the labour unions, much more than 
the parties, have been the real "mass organizations". 
It has been largely due to their strength that Italy 
has so far escaped that depoliticization which is so 
CNatecteriatLo, Oot diLeatne 1ndustriatized, countries. 
However, if the tendency towards depoliticization also 
takes hold in Italy, it will then be the political 
parties of the left which, at the end of the day, will 
haves co Oot tne Dil. 


After a period of two months during which all po- 
litical and labour union activity was blocked by the 
action of the Red Brigades, and five days after the 
assasSination of Aldo Moro, an electoral test (muni- 
cipal elections, affecting about 10% of the adult 
population, portioned out in different zones all over 
the country) rendered results which can be considered 
quite symptomatic. The Christian Democrats were given 
more votes than at any time during the last twenty 
years (42%, i.e., the same level reached in 1958). 
Overall, the parties of the left fell five points, 
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(coming down from 35% to about 26% of the votes), 
while the Socialist Party went up again from 9% 
to 13% and the groups of the New Left doubled 
their support as compared to 1976. For the first 
time since 1948 a significant percentage of votes 
flowed from the left towards the right. 


One cannot attribute these results simply to 
public shock at the criminal acts of the Red 
Brigades. But it is evident that terrorism has 
an impact in a situation where the strategy of the 
left, and especially of the PCI, is uncertain and 
unproductive, where the labour unions are plagued 
by difficulties, and where the process of depoliti- 
cization begins to take roots. 
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Protestant Churches in Italy speak on Terrorism 





WHAT MAN HAS SOWN HE SHALL REAP 


(Message of the President of the Federation of 
Evangelical Churches in Italy, translated from 
"La Luce", 24 March 1978) 


Italian Protestants share the general conster- 
nation and contempt for the new act of terrorism 
which has culminated in the cold-blooded assassina- 
tion of five agents and the kidnapping of Aldo Moro. 
No statement can express sufficient condemnation for 
such an action. Violence must always be rejected, 
wherever it originates and whatever means are used. 
Violence provokes counter-violence and an ever ex- 
panding spiral of death. Through the cross, Jesus 
Christ intended to break the vicious circle of hatred. 
Fach act of violence opposes the love of God pro- 
claimed by Christ. 


Our task as believers is to reflect on the 
causes which determine these criminal acts. They are 
the unfortunate result of an erring society, a way 
of structuring life which is contrary to the Gospel 
of Christ, to which our civilization so often makes 
reference. We have transformed legitimate confronta- 
tion of positions into party and class hatred; we 
have equated success with the shrewdest competition; 
we have encouraged the younger generation to believe 
that happiness consists of money and power. In all 
social classes we have favoured a system of "cliente- 
lism", recommendations and corruption; we have shown 
on a thousand occasions that law can be transgressed 
with impunity if one has one's back well covered; we 
have chosen to agree with the more cunning, arrogant 
or intriguing. Rivers of hatred have flown into the 
minds and hearts through our television, radio and 
newspapers. The consequence is now before us. You 
cannot make a mockery of God, wrote the Apostle Paul, 
what man has sown he shall reap. We are gathering 
today the fruits of this erring society which we have 
built up with our hands, which reject the love of God; 
bitter fruits, very bitter. And the victims are often, 
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as in these weeks, the less guilty. As we address 
our sympathetic support to the families in mourning 
or in anxiety, we call on all, every one of us, to 
accept our responsibility and to take a clear stand 
against the instigators of violence. It is not by 
adopting more repressive laws or invoking enraged 
retaliation that violence can be fought, but only 
by committing ourselves to build a more just society, 
a more human relationship among ourselves, a new, 
more responsible consciousness based on the renewal 
of humanity brought about by Christ, reconciler and 
savior. If they enable us to reach such a level of 
commitment, the victims of Thursday have not died 
entirely in vain. 


DECLARATION OF THE FEDERATION OF EVANGELICAL CHURCHES 
IN ITALY ON THE OCCASION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF 
ALDO MORO 


(Translated from "Notizie evangeliche", Rome, 10 May 
1978) 


The Federation of Evangelical Churches in Italy 
expresses its profound grief at the assassination 
of Aldo Moro, latest victim of a long chain of crimes 
which in these last years have stained our country 
with blood. 


On this tragic occasion, we citizens and belie- 
vers reject violence because it only breeds more 
violence; from death comes only death, terrorism 
breeds only fear and vengeance. 


These tragic facts should make us reflect 
attentively on the situation of progressive deterio- 
ration of our society in which hatred, corruption 
and outrage have become common denominators confronted 
with which our political leadership has grave and 
heavy responsibilities. 


However, called by the Lord to be able to discern 
the "signs of the times", we mustheed the implicit 
call to repentance for each of us contained in these 
dramatic events, which recall the words of Christ as 
written in the Gospel of Luke (Luke 13: 1-5). 


To all believers in Christ, the Gospel today 
addresses an urgent appeal to live their faith with 
untiring commitment for the reconstruction of this 
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society destroyed by false ideals and by the rejec- 
tion of love and justice. The simple and concrete 
values contained in the Christian message such as 
honesty, truth, sobriety, non-violence, a sense of 
responsibility towards the neighbour, are the signs 
which today more than ever we must show with unre- 
served commitment, in order to respond appropriately 
to the challenge confronting us and to give testi- 
mony to that Lord who alone transforms man and 
renders him capable of a new life. 


DEMOCRACY DEFENDS ITSELF BY CREATING DIFFERENT SOCIAL 
RELATIONSHIPS 


(Translated from "La Luce", 31 March 1978) 


The leadership of the Federation of Evangelical 
Churches in Italy has distributed a press release 
with regard to the assassination of five police agents 
and the kidnapping of Aldo Moro. The document of the 
FECI says among other things: 


"We reject every tentative to solve the problem 
of violence present in our society with measures of 
an authoritarian nature, in the illusion that democracy 
can be defended with tools that are not democratic. 
We deem that the establishment of social relationships 
which allow the growth of a new man for a society that 
is truly just and united in peace and reconciliation, 
requires’ first of all a respect, of all human lives, 
the commitment and the responsibility of all, espe- 
cially of all of us who believe in the action of 
Chest? int history es" 


The Waldensian and Methodist communities of Rome, 
Signed a statement during their Sunday services of 
19 March, in which they express solidarity for those 
who have been affected by these tragedies and affirm 
that: "every murder, legalized or not, ideologized 
or not, is within the tragic sign of Cain: sign both 
of pride and hatred leading only to despair, to death, 
to destruction. We affirm our commitment as believers 
to witness to the Lord Jesus Christ, by whom every 
creature is confronted with the necessity of repen- 
tance. We affirm furthermore our will to commit our- 
selves to that act of reconciliation in Christ which 
aims at eliminating all violence, all outrage, all 
marginalization in view of the birth of a new humanity 
and of a more just society while we wait, in faith, 


the coming of God's Kingdom." 


LOMBARDY: ABOUT VIOLENCE 


(Statement of the Lombardy Section of the Evangelical 
Youth Federation of Italy, translated from "La Luce", 
28 Apriis 1970) 


We feel it is important to express ourselves as 
young Protestants of Milan with regard to the situa- 
tion created in this country during these last days. 
The Moro kidnapping has with its tragic evidence 
brought the entire problem of terrorism and violence 
to the attention of all. 


We categorically reject terrorism and the daily 
practice of violence as a tool of political struggle. 
Although we recognize ourselves in a project of trans- 
formation of society in a socialist sense, albeit 
with different personal political choices, we feel 
it essential that the anticapitalist struggles have 
as a subject the popular masses. We feel that terro- 
rism and the violent and minoritarian practice of 
"workers' autonomy" are moving objectively against 
this project. If it has been possible to consolidate, 
albeit only partially, a sector which theorizes 
forms of violent struggle, this is because the 
problems of the young masses have in the first place 
not been solved by the political forces of the majo- 
rity. On the contrary, the crisis of the system has 
provoked a process of economic, social and idealistic 
disintegration, whose most affected victims have 
been the young. Just look at the situation in schools 
and universities or of unemployed young people. Un- 
less appropriate measures are taken on these problems, 
each complaint about the instability orm idealistic 
inconsistency of the young generations is pure 
moralism. 


In this obvioulsy complex picture, in which dis- 
orientation seems to prevail over the necessary 
political clarity, we have to assert: 


- the necessity that all members of society 
(housewives, youth, old people, unemployed, 
etc.) pay concentrated attention to what is 
happening. A clearly repressive campaign 
is set free against young people, against 
sectors of the anticapitalist movement, 
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against trade union officials; a campaign 
which can be combatted only with mobiliza- 
tion and the widening of democratic spheres 
against this conduct of the public order. 

At this moment our thoughts go to the com- 
rades killed in Milan, slashed in Salerno, 
victims of the lynching physical and moral 
climate which the bourgeois press has launched 
against militants of the left. 


- the necessity to reaffirm the importance of 
political commitment within the parties, 
grassroot groups, communities, in order to 
intervene in the social field and to clarify 
in this climate of disorientation the terms 
of the situation. 


- the meaning of our evangelical preaching: we 
believe that to preach the Gospel today signi- 
fies identifying in the message of Christ, a 
reason for hope to those who suffer most in 
this situation, confident that our efforts 
and our struggle are necessarily combined 
with the perspective of the coming Kingdom. 


BOLOGNA FGEI SAYS NO TO TERRORISM 
(Translated from "Com-Nuovi Tempi", 14 May 1978) 


The Bologna Section of the Evangelical Youth 
Federation of Italy (FGEI) has approved an extensive 
document, "Why we say no to terrorism", of which we 
reproduce some parts: 


(nace ceLLOLisiaand. toe, daily practice,of. violence 
of minoritarian groups detached from the masses (just 
because they are detached from the masses and from 
its struggles, these groups find in violence their 
unique "identity"...) are functional to the maintenance 
of the system permitting it to clamp down in an anti- 
socialist sense. 


Every crisis can be positive for the creation 
of a new life project if it produces "repentance", 
i.e. new men who know how to change the reality of 
social relationships. 


(...) Being committed, as believers, to the 


growth of the new person, and as citizens to the 
\ 
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construction of socialism: a) we reject a position 
of uncritical condemnation of violence: violent 
management of power is in fact a constant characte- 
ristic of each system which is not based on effective 
equality of all citizens; b) we refuse to give way 
to the blackmail of fear and to close ourselves up 
within the private sphere: that would contribute to 
abandoning our country to a sterile and come-what- 
may pessimism; c) we refuse to accept passively the 
progressive deformation of democratic possibilities 
in our country, by which the people, the workers, 
women, youth, old people, etc. are ever further re- 
moved from effective participation in power. 


NAPLES: NO TO VIOLENCE 
(Translated from "La Luce", 26 May 1978) 


The churches of the XIII Circuit (Campania) 
which met in assembly: 


- condemn the acts of armed violence which have 
occurred in our country; 


- confess their fault for not having given an 
explicit and significant Cont erout on Losec 
education of our people towards a political 
conscience in a perspective of fraternal love; 


- recognize the suffering of our people in to- 
day's crisis, which is a consequence of other 
crises and other acts of violence which have 
neither been faced nor solved during the last 
decades; 


- do not recognize the necessity of projected 
special laws for the immediate resolution of 
the present situation; 


- indicate as primary and fundamental the right 
to work for all; 


- hope that reforms which have been promised 
for a long time are immediately realized; 


- express their persuasion that the thirst for 
equality, justice and freedom from want, 
declared vehemently by men and women of our 
time, can and must be satisfied immediately 
with the commitment of all. 
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ASSEMBLY OF ITALIAN BAPTISTS: ANSWER VIOLENCE BY 
CHOOSING TRUTH AND JUSTICE 


(Translated from "Com-Nuovi Tempi", 14 May 1978) 


With regard to the situation of the country 
and the causes of the evil which torment it, the 
assembly of the Italian Baptist Union (UCEBI) held 
in Santa Severa from the 4th to 7th May, has 
approved a statement which is here entirely repro- 
duced. The assembly of UCEBI which meets every two 
years, is the highest representative body of the 
Italian Baptists grouped in more than 100 churches 
and sections with a total population of more than 
10,000 people. 


The assembly of UCEBI, faced with the presently 
grave situation in the country, deems that Christian 
testimony cannot leave out of consideration the 
sensibilizing of the conscience against forms of 
injustice and oppression which express themselves in 
ever more severe attacks on the level of employment 
and on the life conditions of proletarian masses who 
already live in dramatic living conditions at all 
levels. 


We underline the particular situation of youth, 
which, deprived of realistic perspectives for the 
future is abandoned to itself and in some of its 
spheres becomes an easy prey of hopelessness, of 
drugs and of other things, which not only create a 
state of vacuum and of alienation, but alsoa 
humiliation of the human personality. 


After 20 years of fascist dictatorship which 
has seen the most active protestants becoming victims 
of the intolerance and betrayal of the régime, we 
witness with bitterness today not only the fact that 
intolerance and oppression are the order of the day, 
but conditions of social disintegration, of misery 
and of suffering remain unchanged and even today 
afflict millions of citizens who are forced to emi- 
grate in order to escape a miserable and difficult 
life. 


We are unable to keep silent, faced with the 
attacks which the large forces of public and private 
capital launch on levels of employment; the indiscri- 
minate closing of plants and the consequent dismissal 
of thousands of workers, swelling the already frigh- 
tening figure of 2,000,000 unemployed. 
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From this fact one can deduce that the acts of 
violence and terrorism (desired by agitators who find 
an obscure complicity) find an easy terrain for a 
precise political intention of the régime, which, 
closed in its methodology of administering economic 
and political power, in fact becomes its origin. 


The kidnapping of Moro is in fact the result of 
previous political choices that were meant to pro- 
duce the best conditions for authoritarian and reac= 
tionary changes in this country. 


The assembly of UCEBI, therefore, regarding the 
position of believers to be a choice for truth and 
the affirmation of justice, declares its solidarity 
with those who are in search of them, encourages 
believers to search all possible ways for a solution 
to the problems cited, for an active and permanent 
involvement on behalf of the most miserable and 
marginated, the faultless victims of an unjust and 
inhuman system. 
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